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The Dedication of Jesus at the 
Temple  
and the Dedication of your Child 
to the Lord 
 

As parents, the story of Joseph and Mary 
dedicating Jesus at the Temple is a great pattern 
for us to follow. Even though as Jews, they 

followed specific guidelines according to the Law, as non-Jews we can express principles found 
in their actions of faith. 
 
Start by Reading: Luke 2:22-40   
 
Baby Dedication and Your Discipleship 
1. Joseph and Mary loved God and were eager to obey his commands. What they did for 

Jesus when they presented him at the Temple was consistent with the rest of their life. In 
the same way, we don't want to show up for a Baby Dedication because it's more special 
than other day, but because our daily/weekly obedience to God the pattern of integrity of 
our lives. This is a great pattern for us to follow. 

2. Have you ever thought of God using your role as a parent as a discipleship tool in the 
Lord's toolbelt in making us more like Christ?  Think about it: He expands our heart to love 
like he does; He teaches us to pray; to give sacrificially; to be patient; to be forgiving; to 
make our marriage more important; to plan for the future ... and so much more! Being a 
parent is such a blessing!   

3. Maybe the birth of your child has spawned new interest in a seriousness of your faith? 
You're not alone! We know many fathers and mothers who wandered away from the 
faith until their child was born. There's nothing wrong with that! Let God use the catalyst of 
your child to change you. It wouldn't be the first time God used the birth of a baby to 
change people’s lives, right? 

 
Baby Dedication and your Child's Discipleship 
1. Notice that it was the PARENTS who made the initiative, not the priests, not the grand-

parents, not the government. Joseph and Mary loved God and did "everything required by 
the Law" and presented a sacrifice before the Lord.   
It begs the question: How were you raised to believe in, love and follow-in discipleship to 
Jesus? Examine the pattern set before you by your own parents. Talk about it as a couple.  
Then it becomes natural to take the next step:  

2. What is your plan of discipleship for your children? (Isn't it strange that the most 
important thing we can do as humans can be so haphazardly executed?) Write down on 
paper and pray over that as a couple. What are the great Bible verses on parenting?  You 
should start a growing list.  Invite fellow church members - especially parents who have 
admirable patterns, themselves - to give you advice.  Begin building a library of books 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+2%3A22-40&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+2%3A22-40&version=NIV
https://www.biblestudytools.com/topical-verses/bible-verses-about-parenting/
https://www.biblestudytools.com/topical-verses/bible-verses-about-parenting/
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about parenting from a perspective of discipleship.  (By the time your own little one has 
little one’s of your own, you should have a whole shelf of books ready for them to read).  
Frequent websites (eg: Focus on the Family) that encourage strong values and give 
encouragement towards a healthy family.  Join a parenting Life-Changer class at church – 
or lead one.   

3. Notice that they made a sacrifice. Biblically, they gave a "poor person's" sacrifice - the 
point is that they made worship a priority. Make attendance and service at Grace a priority 
in your lives. With your children being in the children's ministry, you are perfectly suited to 
volunteer in the Children's ministry!  Contact Alan for more information.  

 
Baby Dedication and your Church 
1. Note that it was at the temple that two people were both influenced and influencers in 

Jesus' life. We need the care and input of others to supplement what we do at home. We 
need surrogate “uncles” and “aunts” to love our children unconditionally, to verify and 
supplemental teaching that we give them and we need people to pray for our children.  
And just as important, we sometimes need others to speak words of revelation, 
admonishment and - occasionally – warning - to us. 

2. Please remember: Your child's baby dedication is not about a ceremony or snapping the 
perfect Instagram post.  We have no interest in ceremony; we’re interested in intention 
and focus.  The day you choose to dedicate your child is a line drawn in the sand; it's a 
stake driven deep; it's the flag on territory already owned; it's a day of life followed by a 
way of life. 

3. Important: Baby Dedication does not "seal" their salvation: each child must grow to a 
point where they can ask Jesus to become Lord of their life. The greatest privilege of a 
parent is to lead their child in a prayer to receive Jesus Christ as their Lord and Savior. Are 
you ready to do that? Do you know how to take them there?  
Grace can equip you, but you must do the work. 

 

On behalf of Grace, thanks so much for including us in this great collaborative work that God is 

doing in your life, in your child’s life and the life of your church.  Isn’t it wonderful when a plan 

comes together?  

 

If you have questions or need more information, please contact us!  

 

https://www.focusonthefamily.com/parenting/
https://www.focusonthefamily.com/parenting/
https://www.focusonthefamily.com/parenting/leading-your-children-to-the-savior/
https://www.focusonthefamily.com/parenting/leading-your-children-to-the-savior/

